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The 2020-2021 school year was unique. Every day was a battle 
against the pandemic and all the difficulties it entailed to engage 
and evangelize students. After sixteen months, I’m happy to 
declare that we fought and held our own. Numbers were not down 
significantly. We had a larger RCIA class than ever before, and all 
our events continued, and we had more and better quality speakers 

than ever. The daily effort and sacrifice of our five FOCUS missionaries and Campus Ministers 
made this possible and were a beauty to behold.

The lives of so many students of the PioneerCatholic family have been impacted in long-
lasting ways. It was such a blessing seeing all the men and women on retreat this spring and 
how their faces filled with light and life in adoration and mass. I was shocked by the talk of 
one of our students about beauty that was one of the best talks I have ever heard. 

I am very aware that it is all of you who make this possible. A Newman Center without 
traditional parishioners depends totally on your generosity. Please know that you have all 
been in my prayers. The success of this school year is thanks to the grace of God, the generosity 
of our donors, and your prayers. The continued support is truly inspiring to the staff and me 
here at St. Augustine’s.

Thank you for everything.



New Development Director to Complete $24 Million Campaign  . . . . . . .
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St. Augustine welcomes our new Development Director, Christina Vandagriff, 
this month. Christina comes to us from St. Paul, MN, where she lives with her 
husband, James. She has raised over $30 million for Catholic causes. In 2020, she 
raised over $6 million, despite pandemic challenges.

Christina will lead us to success in our ongoing 
Building Christ’s Presence capital campaign. We 
currently have over $13.1 million of our $24 
million goal. With the completion and success of 
Newman Heights, we are ready to fully commit to 
Phase III of the campaign. Phase III will fund the 
completion of a new church and student center, 
which will be a center of sacraments, education 
and community for our Catholic students as they 
are formed to lead the church in the future. 

From Our Alumni .  .  .  .  .  .  .
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My name is Sam Hakes and I just graduated from UW-Platteville 
with a degree in Mechanical Engineering. I got married to my wife 
Alison on June 12th of this year and am already experiencing the 
amazing, difficult, and hectic moments of the vocation of marriage. 

In all the excitement and new challenges of married life my guiding 
light is always the purpose God has given me in this world. Seeing 
my life in general and my marriage in particular as a calling from 
God keeps things in perspective and reminds me to give 150% 
because I am not doing it for myself 
but for my wife and for Christ. 

The Newman Center prepared me to embrace my true purpose as a 
disciple of Christ and I am excited to share this vision with my new 
parish, my coworkers and with the world. I was part of the fraternity 
in Newman Heights. We talked a lot about honoring women and being 
true men defending truth and striving for holiness. I learned a lot of 
things that are now helping me navigate the world. 

My faith qualifies how I see everything else. I realize this is how to 
stay centered in life and want to share this understanding and thank God for the truth that he has 
brought me to through my experience at St Augustine. I am very excited to support this mission so 
that others may discover the amazing truth the Church has to offer.



Bishop Hying Accepts New Members into the Church at St. Augustine’s . . .

On May 9, Bishop Donald Hying from the Diocese of Madison came to 
St. Augustine University parish to baptize, receive into the church and 
confirm the RCIA candidates of our Newman Center. RCIA stands for 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults. The RCIA process forms those 
who desire to enter the church or become fully initiated members into 
disciples of Christ that understand their lives as a vocation and co-
working with Christ. 

St. Augustine had its largest RCIA 
class yet in the spring of 2021. Sean 
Coyle, one of our Campus Ministers, 

lead the group. We had three baptism candidates, nine men and 
women to enter the church and three confirmations and first holy 
communions. All of their formation happened at St. Augustine, 
though some received the sacraments in their local communities. 

Their formation centered on the intellectual knowledge of the 
catechism and the expression of that knowledge in the Eucharist 
through prayer and mass attendance. They also attended weekly 
bible studies to understand where our faith came from. Please 
pray for these men and women as they go out into the world to 
share the faith and make disciples of all nations!
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Save the Date! Parent Brunch 2021. . .
Our gathering for parents will be on October 3rd this year. Meet our staff and get to know the 
Newman Center, and tour Newman Heights. If you don’t know what a FOCUS missionary is or what 
a Campus Minister does, this is the time to find out. We also have five new ministry staff members 
that are excited to meet the parents of the students they work with. Every Sunday after the 10:30 
mass, our exceptional team spends hours cooking for student mass goers. We’d love to share this 
experience with parents visiting during Parent Weekend. It is a unique opportunity to see all the 
great things happening at St. Augustine! Please RSVP at augustine@pioneercatholic.org.

My name is David Jaramillo, and I spent three years working at 
St. Augustine as a FOCUS missionary and team director. It was 
there I discerned seminary and finishing my two-year mark, I 
am more convinced than ever of the call to the priesthood and to 
give my life for the Church.

During these two years, I studied philosophy in preparation for 
theology. Seminary is much more than just academic study. It is 
a step-by-step, slow process of encountering Jesus Christ in the 
Eucharist, prayer, Sacred Scripture, and within each member of 
the Seminary Community. We are formed with each challenge 

presented as we learn to grow in our trust in Jesus and lead the Church in this exciting time 
of renewal of faith in our country.

I trust God and the Church as I continue to be formed into Christ’s representative. All effort 
is worth it for the salvation of souls!

Life in the Seminary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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September 28th
La Crosse - The Waterfront

October 7th
Dubuque - Grand River Center

October 21st
Madison- The Madison Club

October 14th
Milwaukee- Blue Mound Golf & Country Club

Banquet Series 2021!
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Please pray for the Talitha House, the sorority we are 
starting at Newman Heights. We built 
Newman Heights to form men and 
women who are striving for holiness, 
giving Catholic students a place to 
live to gather and grow in their faith, 

knowledge, and virtue. This Spring, we started a fraternity 
for the men that was a huge success. Sixteen men pledged 
to be men of Christ, defend the church, and treat themselves and others, especially women, 
with dignity and respect. It was a fantastic experience, and now we are going to start a 
group for the women. They will live, pray, receive the sacraments and practice works of 
charity together. Pray for them as we embark on this most crucial endeavor this fall.

This fall, we restart our banquet series. We missed 
spending time with all of you last fall due to covid 
and are back full force to make them happen. 
Please save the date and let others know about this 
opportunity to learn about the Church’s future on 
college campuses and their effect on the Church at 
large. It is a great gift to be able to share the hope 
for the future of the Church. For RSVPs,  please email 
augustine@pioneercatholic.org. God bless! 
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Newman Heights . . . . .



As yet another school 
year comes to an end, 
we are very proud of 
the growth in student 
participation, activities, 
speakers, and events 
for the UWP students. Dr. John Bergsma, Dr. Peter Kwasneski, 
Dr. Ann Lucas, and Dr. Ben Nguyen are only a few of the 

fantastic high-quality speakers we have offered. We have also improved our retreats. 
The “church basement” style ended, giving way to retreat centers like Durward’s Glen 
and Camp Gray. The bishop has used our center to facilitate his “Go Make Disciples” 
evangelization initiative. 

Our Summer Campaign has officially started, 
the staff is working non-stop to make sure we 
have the funding for another fantastic school 
year. Meaningful improvements to ministry 
come at a high cost. Please consider becoming 
a monthly giver to our St. Monica Society for 

parents or our St. Augustine society for Alum and 
friends. St. Augustine will be great if it has holy and 
generous “St. Monica’s” providing for it. 

The monthly givers that support our ministry 
are the most significant help to the work of the 
Spirit on campus at UW-Platteville. Contact me at 
sandra@pioneercatolic.org for any questions. 
Give a chance for college students to have a home 
parish, a home away from home. They rely on you!

-Sandra Cerezo, Director of Annual Fund

St. Monica and St. Augustine Society


